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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/910.854 



Examiner 

Lynette T. Umez-Eronini 



Applicant(s) 

NAKATANI ETAL. 



Art Unit 

1765 



Period for ReplT' ^^^^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence aLoss - 
Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

rii?c?H ^i^^^ '^12 ^""^'^^^ allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

Dispositiofof Claimr ""^^^^^'^^^^ Q"^^'^- ^935 CD. 11, 453 O.G 213 

4) ^ Clatm(s) M is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) M is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

B)0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) ia Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priorrty under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l3AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) ^ 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknov^edgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 
.c^r-t^^ of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1) 12 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-94S) 
3) □ InformaUon Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTCM1 3) Paper No(s). 



Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
6) □ aher: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04^1) 



Office Action Sumnnary 



Part of Paper No. 3 
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Art Unit: 1765 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Harkin et 
al. (US 5.705.413). 

Harkin teaches an inorganic masking pattern 21 may be a metal such as 
tantalum or tungsten, which reads on a masking material, which comprises a metal 
(column 7. lines 63-65). Since Harkin's masking pattern is the same masking material 
as that of the claimed invention, then using Harkin's masking pattern would inherently 
result in a metal having a specific physical property that it melting or boiling point, when 
it is converted into a nitride or carbide is higher than that of in the form of single metal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynette T. Umez-Eronini whose telephone number is 
703-306-9074. The examiner is nonnaily unavailable on the First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benjamin Utech can be reached on 703-308-3836. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-972-9310 
for regular communications and 703-972-9311 for After Final communications. 
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